
Appendix 1 
 
DRAFT LOYAL ADDRESS (FULL VERSION TO BE PRESENTED TO HER MAJESTY THE 
QUEEN) 
 
“TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
 

May it please Your Majesty 
 

We, the Mayor of London and the Members of the London Assembly – representatives of the people 
of London – heartily congratulate Your Majesty on the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of Your 
Accession. 
 

When Your Majesty’s forebear William the Conqueror crossed the Channel and defeated King Harold 
at Hastings, it was to London that he hastened for his coronation, in the great church at Westminster 
founded by Edward the Confessor. And it was on the banks of the Thames, across the river from 
where City Hall now stands, that the Conqueror established the White Tower, to command access to 
the city and to make secure his claim to the throne.  Since that time – nearly a millennium - London 
has been the home of the monarchy and Londoners have been proud to be the Sovereign’s 
neighbours as well as subjects. Whether in Richmond, Hampton Court or Kew, Greenwich or Eltham, or 
in Westminster, Whitehall and Kensington, Londoners have lived alongside their Kings and Queens for 
centuries. Long may they continue so to do. 
 
We in London have long been grateful for Your Majesty’s personal commitment to this city. We have 
not forgotten that in London’s darkest hour, in the Second World War, Your Majesty and Your 
Majesty’s parents, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, did not leave the city to face the Blitz alone. 
The Royal Family’s fortitude in remaining here gave great succour to the people of London, not least 
to those in the East End.  
 
Happily the long years of Your Majesty’s reign have seen London prosper and grow into the multi-
cultural global city it is today.  Through Your Majesty’s daily work, as well as that of His Royal 
Highness The Duke of Edinburgh and the Royal Family, Londoners draw strength from the support 
You show for them and the continued interest You demonstrate in their lives, their communities and 
their livelihoods.  Like so many Royal occasions, the recent wedding of Your grandson Prince William, 
celebrated in the same place as the Conqueror’s coronation, was a day from which Londoners rightly 
drew immense pride and happiness.  
 
When Queen Victoria celebrated her Diamond Jubilee in 1897, representatives came here from the far 
reaches of Empire. In this remarkable year in our city’s history the world will again come to London, to 
share in Your Majesty’s own Diamond Jubilee and to be part of the Olympic and Paralympic Games.  
Londoners will flock to the banks of the Thames to see Your Jubilee Pageant pass down the river. And 
the whole city looks forward to the moment in the summer when Your Majesty will declare the Games 
open – in the heart of a renewed East London, now transformed from the devastation of the Blitz and 
post-War decline. 
 
In this celebratory year Londoners are full of gratitude for the stability and continuity represented by 
the sixty years of Your Reign and for the sense of duty and commitment shown by Your Majesty and 
His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh.  On behalf of the people of London – and those who 
serve the city in its emergency services, its transport network and the agencies and offices of the 
Greater London Authority – we give thanks for Your Majesty’s sixty years of service to London, and 
affectionately offer Your Majesty our most loyal congratulations on the occasion of Your Diamond 
Jubilee. 
 
BORIS JOHNSON – THE MAYOR OF LONDON 
 
JENNETTE ARNOLD OBE AM – CHAIR OF THE LONDON ASSEMBLY” 



DRAFT LOYAL ADDRESS (VERSION TO BE PRESENTED VERBALLY) 
 
“TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
 
May it please Your Majesty 
 
We, the Mayor of London and the Members of the London Assembly – representatives of the people 
of London – heartily congratulate Your Majesty on the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of Your 
Accession. 
 
Ever since Your Majesty’s forebear William the Conqueror came to this city to be crowned, London has 
been the home of the monarchy. Londoners have always been proud to be the Sovereign’s neighbours 
as well as subjects.  
 
Happily the long years of Your Majesty’s reign have seen London prosper and grow into the multi-
cultural global city it is today, strengthened by the support You show for Londoners and the 
continued interest You demonstrate in their lives, their communities and their livelihoods.   
 
In this remarkable year in our city’s history the eyes of the world will look to London, to share in Your 
Majesty’s own Diamond Jubilee and to be part of the Olympic and Paralympic Games.  Londoners will 
flock to the banks of the Thames to see Your Jubilee Pageant pass down the river. And the whole city 
looks forward to the moment in the summer when Your Majesty declares the Games open – in the 
heart of a renewed East London, now transformed from the devastation of the Blitz and post-War 
decline. 
 
On behalf of the people of London – and those who serve the city in its emergency services, its 
transport network and the agencies and offices of the Greater London Authority – we give thanks for 
the sixty years of service given to London by Your Majesty and His Royal Highness The Duke of 
Edinburgh, and affectionately offer Your Majesty our most loyal congratulations on the occasion of 
Your Diamond Jubilee.” 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE FOR PROGRAMME 
 
London has existed as a city since Roman times. By the mid-19th century, the wider London had a 
population of over two million, though less than 150,000 lived within the City. Demands for roads, 
railways, schools, water supplies and, particularly, sewers were met randomly. Parliament passed laws 
creating one-off bodies to deal with particular service deficiencies. 
 
An indirectly-elected Metropolitan Board of Works was created in 1855. It was replaced by an elected 
London County Council (LCC). A number of metropolitan boroughs were then set up as a second tier. 
 
By 1939 London had sprawled well beyond the LCC boundaries, with a population of over 8 million. 
Numerous proposals for reform led to the creation, in 1965, of a Greater London Council (GLC) with 
32 boroughs as a second tier. In addition, the City of London continued to survive as a second tier 
authority in its own right. In 1986, the GLC itself was abolished, leaving just the 32 boroughs and the 
City as a single tier of city government. 
 
However in 1999 the government decided there was a need for a strategic London Authority and it 
established the Greater London Authority which comprised a directly elected executive Mayor, and the 
Assembly for London which has 25 members. 
 
The first elections to the Authority were held on 4 May 2000. Boris Johnson has been Mayor of 
London since May 2008.   


